Stephen Rothman's text on physiology and biochemistry of the skin.
Forty-nine years ago the first complete and authoritative English text on the physiology and biochemistry of the skin was published by Stephen Rothman, an early basic researcher in dermatology. The purpose of the article is to learn more about Stephen Rothman and his 1954 text, to learn more about what was known and not known then, to learn more about what was considered significant, and to learn more about what was popular at that time. Considering the techniques available and the knowledge base, Rothman's 1954 text shows that basic dermatology research 50 years ago had developed to a reasonably sophisticated degree.